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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The McCroy's building adjoins 444-446-448 Race Street, 
to which it is similar in appearance. Both were probably 
built by J. Benjamin Brown, who designed many commercial 
and residential structures in Cambridge in the late 19th 
and early 20th century. The large pressed tin cornice of 
the McCrory's building is ornamented with modillions and 
a series of swags, and has a bracket at each corner and 
in the center. The six bays of the upper stories have 
been divided into two rectangular areas by plain pilasters 
of tan brick that contrast with the red brick which covers 
the major portion of the exterior surface. The upper edge 
of these rectangular areas is ornamented with corbeled 
brick. The second and third story windows are spanned by 
segmental arches of contrasting tan brick. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The McCroy's building was constructed shortly after 
the fire of 1910 which destroyed much of Race and Muir 
Streets. It is significant as an example of early 20th 
century architecture and was probably designed by 
J. Benjamin Brown. It is unfortunate that only a few 
of the older style buildings remain on Race Street, for 
these buildings are of greater architectural interest 
than those constructed, or extensively renovated, later 
in the 20th century. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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